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South Carolina Recreation and Parks Association
“Creating Community through People, Parks and Programs”
LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

2011-2012
SCRPA strongly supports quality state and local parks, recreation and the protection of our states valuable natural and cultural resources and opportunities.  We also are keenly aware our profession provides a catalyst for the enhancement of commerce and tourism development.  We recognize the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism as the optimum structure to provide local support to achieve these functions.
SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT and IMPACT through

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT


Support efforts to continually develop public parks and amenities so that they may be safe, attractive and realize 
their fullest potential both economically (increasing property values and economic impact) while strengthening 
community image and sense of place. Included in these efforts is the issue of handicapped accessibility. Of particular 
interest are grants at all levels of government, including the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), The 
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) under the Highway Transportation funding, SC Water Recreation Fund (the old 
Watercraft Tax), SC Conservation Land Bank, Parks And Recreation Development (PARD) Fund and the Recreation 
Land Trust (RELT) Fund.

SPORTS TOURISM, ECO-TOURISM and FESTIVALS/EVENTS

Continued support and further development of these separate and unique programs economically helps both our
rural towns and larger communities all while supporting and promoting their community pride. 
STRENGTHEN SAFETY and SECURITY through

PARK MAINTENANCE


Closely monitor budgetary processes on the national, state and local levels and advocate for proper funding so that 
public parks are kept safe, attractive, usable and accessible for all citizens.

CRIME PREVENTION


Support legislation that aids in the prevention of crime, especially through parks, recreation, cultural and other 
leisure services.  Pursue legislation that continues to protect all citizens while visiting our facilities and open space.  
Continue to promote wise use of leisure time and seek additional funding as it relates to youth and gang prevention.

PROGRAMS


Advocate funding for leisure programs, particularly those such as the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
Program and others associated with juvenile delinquency, literacy and crime both at the state and federal levels. 
Continue to partner with other state agency’s to ensure local public parks and recreation programs are seen as 
providers and potential recipients of grants that may reach all citizens of South Carolina.  

LIABILITY


Promote and support legislation that limits the liability of public entities and its employees, including unpaid coaches, 
board members and other volunteers.  

SCREENING PROCESSES and BACKGROUND CHECKS


Advocate for legislation that requires background checks and training programs for employees and volunteers that 
may have significant contact with people of all ages particularly children and senior citizen.  Support $8 SLED checks 
for municipality and county volunteers.  
PROTECT ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

Advocate the conservation of our natural resources in not only established parks and conserved areas, but also for 
sites which may be lost permanently to future development contrary to conservation.

PROMOTE HEALTH AND WELLNESS


Promote and support legislation that has a positive impact on the physical well being of all citizens.

FOSTER HUMAN DEVELPOMENT

Support and Promote programs for the youth, senior citizens and the entire community that will help our citizens 
develop their interests and skills.  Also, support programs that help community problem solving and increase our 
cultural awareness and unity.

